As I applied for the Adjunct Faculty Academy I was interested in learning more techniques on how to teach.  I have always been eager to learn, I remember when I was a child and my older sister’s friend said he didn’t like school, I said, “Oh, I really like school.”  He said that eventually I’d learn not to like school.  However, that never happened.  I loved being in an environment where curiosity was encouraged and new ideas were discussed and concepts learned.  I have many great teachers and professors, and so when I chose to become an instructor I had many great examples ahead of me.  I have a passion for teaching others and have had experience teaching one on one, but I had some questions on how to optimize the instruction in a classroom setting, so I was eager to take this course.  
At the introduction of course the President of Salt Lake Community stated that the purpose of FTLC 1000 was to build a community within the faculty, that as a community we could learn from each other and grow.  I know that as I read through the discussions on each of the modules I realized that although I maybe didn’t know any of the other faculty, when I read their discussion posts and ideas on their courses, and learn from them and did feel a sense of community.  It was an opportunity to get and give feedback, so that we could move forward with confidence and also be able to brainstorm new ideas based on others’ ideas.  
In the discussions, I posted activities I have implemented in my teaching and also ideas inspired by the modules.  I often found myself thinking of ways to improve my teaching.  The lessons either directly made me think of ideas or spoke of concepts that I found intriguing and wanted to refer back to eventually.  I wanted to use the rest of the reflection to mention some of my favorite parts of the module lessons.  

The first day of class I think I need to incorporate a better community in my classes. I never enjoyed the random get to know you activities when I was a student so I have not ever done them in my classes.  However, the idea of them writing “business cards” with information including their name, how they learn, what they want to study in school, and what type of job they want could really help me know where my students are coming from and making the course more applicable to them.  Also, I think it would be important for them to realize that in everyday world they already use a lot of this type of math, that this class is just a formalization of that thought process.  I still have to think better about the first day activity, and I do think that it can be done.  They do say the first impression is the most important!
My syllabus at the Community college is standard for the department, so writing objectives is not usually part of my job description, however, as an instructor I still have to think of what I really want my students to leave my class with.  I do want them to have critical thinking skills, to be able to see a problem and see patterns in previous problems they have solved and be able to break down the problem to solve it.  In mathematics problems are equations, but this approach to solving problems is in every field.  Another idea that I want my students to leave my class with is an idea that these basic mathematical skills are not ONLY for this class.  That they will be used throughout life, maybe not every single concept, but bits of this class will be applicable to whatever career they choose.  And if they master it they will be more successful.  I was inspired during this module to send out an email to my friends from high school, from my liberal arts college, from studying abroad, from other friends, and from graduate school to highlight mathematical concepts that they use during their professions, or if there is a concept they wish they had paid more attention to in school.  I think hearing from professionals will reinforce the idea of the importance of this subject matter. 

In the active learning, I have already written some of my thoughts about this module in the active learning reflection.  I liked the description of the purpose of active learning – to increase interest in topics and to promote self learning and retention.  I appreciated the elucidation of ways to make lectures more active, without the use of games – to ask questions, to make them write mini summaries, ask them to make connections, give them an outline of the big picture, real-life anecdotes, using visuals, and involving students in demonstrations.  I want to reiterate the thoughts on questions from the modules.  That students learn in 10 minute intervals, so after those 10 minutes, do 2 minutes of questions.  The students may have to work in groups to answer the question, or work individually and then go to a group and have to find a consensus.   Ask the students to define the concept in their own words so that a high school student or an elderly person, who has not taken the class recently, could understand and then highlight the main points covered in class.  To layout ways that you calculated it were similar or different from previous calculations.  They can think of questions to ask your neighbor, or when a student asks a question have the other students come up with an answer.  Basically that active learning is giving up some “control” of the class so that the students have “ownership” of what they are learning.  
The module on learning beyond the classroom emphasized that these types of activities are especially pertinent to students that learn visually or by being physically active.  Again, I think that these types of learning outside the classroom are best in applied classes, and harder to do in introductory mathematic classes.  But I do want to emphasize how the students may use these types of problem solving skills later in life.  As I was listening to this module I thought about how I could find the interview questions that illustrate how the person interviewing for a job thinks through problems and we could look at a few of those types of questions throughout the course.  This would illustrate their problem solving skills developing and would illustrate how, at least abstractly, this course will apply to them in the future.  
The use of technology is one of the ways that you can promote active learning, especially with the definition of active learning as promoting self learning.  Technology is the way of the future, so being able to know the theory of mathematical concepts is important, but being able to implement it technologically or to be able to find out answers on your own is a great benefit to the student.  In my classes I do try and layout when the concepts can be done on the graphing calculators and in higher level classes I try and tell them how they can do it, but I need to look into the technology to be able to illustrate these concepts better with the class.  However, I have thought about on my e-portfolio having some links to helpful instructional sites, math jokes, and youtube videos that can help the students know resources they can go to for aid.  

Assessment is one of the most important tenants of teaching.  Without assessment the students do not know how much they are improving and to reinforce confidence in attaining goals.  Also, as illustrated in the module, teachers can use assessment throughout the course to get feedback on teaching and on activities presented - that they can gain insight on their teaching.  I found this idea especially helpful.  I have waited for the evaluations at the end of the semester, but it is hard to then implement those because the feedback is not tailored to your concerns or immediate after an activity.  The ideas of getting anonymous, regular feedback throughout the semester would be very beneficial to improve my teaching.  And that was one of my overlying goals of taking the class.  So I appreciated that in this module.  
Overall, the FTLC 1000 course helped me learn ways to improve my teaching, both by giving me information and by the ability to share ideas with other faculty and give and get feedback.  So I hope to become an even better faculty member and be a good inspiration to my students, like my professors were to me.  Thanks!

